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A Japanese language learner’s understanding in the usage of the comma in Japanese: Longitudinal

research regarding reading comprehension of academic papers

Yoko KUWABARA

This study will describe a Japanese learner’s understanding of the Japanese comma’s usage from
longitudinal research data regarding reading comprehension of academic papers. Analyzed data were
about one learner’s reading processes from December 2015 to August 2019. Analysis of the data
regarding the learner's comments about comma usage showed that the learner shifted their focus to
the comma due to their improving reading proficiency and thus became curious about its usage. The
data indicated that the Japanese comma, which shows the clause boundary of a continuous clause,
would be easy to understand and could be useful reading comprehension clues for learners. However,
it also indicated that the learner could not recognize that the comma clarifies dependency relations.

To grasp complicated dependency relations, the learner needs to know those kinds of role of commas.

keywords: reading comprehension of academic papers, Japanese comma, Japanese learners from non-

kanji culture






